Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




Illlllll 



6000312061 



4/. 



4SC . 



LIFE OF LUTHER. 



BY A PROTESTANT. 




LONGMAK, ORME, BROWN, GBEEN' & LONGMANS ; 



JI.A LONO, HIGH STREET. LBICESTER, AND HYDE Sc CRBWK, 
NEWCASTLE. STAFFORDSHIHE 



1841. 



THIS WORK 



IS RESPECTFULLY AND EARNESTLY 



DEDICATED 



TO THE 



PROTESTANTS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 



WITH THE DESIRE 



THAT RENEWED EFFORTS MAT BE MADE IN SUPPORT OF 



THOSE PRINCIPLES 



80 DEARLY MAINTAINED BY THE EARLY REFORMERS. 



THE AUTHOR. 



ADDRESS. 



The feeling which prompted me to write a 
life of Luther, was the holding up the character of 
that great Reformer, thereby disseminating the 
Protestant Religion ; and the reason for its bre- 
vity, was, that it might have a larger circulation. 
I call upon Protestants, therefore, to carry out 
the object, that under the blessing of the God of 
truth, it may do much and abundant go6d. 

We are called upon as " Protestants" to make 
a stand against Popery ; as men, as Christians, to 
exert our influence in the cause of Protestantism 
Let us, then, follow in the path of Luther ; follow 
him in truth, in word, and in deed, and in spirit, 
and in actions. Yes, let us make* a bold defence 
against all the attacks of Popery, and " cry mightily 
unto God, that he may increase our strength." 

Protestants ! hear what the Lord Jehovah hath 
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said, " Come out from among them, my people, 
and be ye separate." Yes ! let us be kept from 
their iniquity, or else the Lord will consume us 
with the breath of his nostrils. When we see the 
rapid strides Romanism is making, we too must be 
on the alert to counteract the bad eflTects. We have 
seen Popery in its greatest power, and was any 
benefit conferred upon mankind by it ? Were 
former ages more enlightened by it ? Were the 
people more free by the arbitrary measures used by 
the Roman Church ? No ! We know what evil 
it has done, and shall we not now, when we 

« 

see the growing popularity of Romanism, seek 
to shew her real wickedness, and endeavour to 
throw off the disguise of kindness in which she 
has clothed herself, to hide her nakedness ? 
Yes, surely ! Well then, let us shout, " No Po- 
pery !" Let it be the watch- word of the nation ; 
let it be engraven on every heart ; and if we are 
ever called to the stake in support of Protestant- 
ism, while the flames gather round our bodies, let 
us repeat the cry, and let it resound through all 
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the vaults of hell. Let the shout be loud, — tremen- 
dous, so as even to make the devils to quake and 
tremble. 

I conclude by hoping that God will bless this 
small effort to promote his cause. I can offer 
no apology upon the execution of the subject, but 
briefly observe, I have employed my pen to the 
best of my abilities ; and if by these means — 
in common with those of others, who labour for 
the support of the Protestant Faith— that cause 
should be strengthened, and these efforts be owned 
and blessed of God, my end will be fully an- 
swered. 

THE AUTHOR. 
London, Feb, lOth, 1841. 
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Martin Lithek was bom on the 10th of No- 
vember, in the year 1483, at Eisleben, an obscure 
town in the county of Mangfeld, and electorate of 
Saxony, On the following day he was baptized by 
the name of Maitin, in honor of the saint on whose 
festival he was bom. The names of his parents 
were John (or Hans) Luther, and Margaret Linde- 
man. His father was originally a peasant, but soon 
after the birth of Martin he removed to Mansfeld, 
and followed the occupation of a miner, where by 
assiduity, he rose in the course of years, from an 
himible station to the possession of property and 
obtained a seat in the council. 

Martin was educated in the deepest respect for 
religion, and sent to school at Magdeburg along 
with a youth of the name of John Eeineck, who 
eventually acquired distinction, and with whom 
Luther through life maintained a close intimacy. 
Here he obtained his support, like many other poor 
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Bcholars, by singing songs at the doors. Miserable 
enough must have been this course of life ; and it is ' 
stated, as a reason why Luther left Magdeburg, 
after one year's residence, was that he could obtain 
no living there. At a subsequent period, when 
reviewing this part of his life he observed, "Never 
despise the lads who sing their song of cliarity from 
door to door; I too have been such a wild ass's colt, 
and have thankfully accepted bread at tlie house 
doors, especially in my good town of Eisenach." 

After remaining a year at Magdeburg, he was 
sent to a school of great repute at the town of Eis- 
enach; and it is said placed under tlie immediate 
care of some of his mother's relatives. Here the 
foundation of his future eminence was laid. In 
that age the business of educating youth was chiefly 
entrusted to the monastic orders; and as it gave 
them facilities for instilling into the minds of the i 
young tlieir pet'uUar tenets, considerable rivalfihip J 
existed among them. 

Having gone tlirough Mith much applause i 
the ordinary course at school, Luther repaired ] 
to the university at Erfiirt, where he studied ' 
the classics, the AristoteHc philosophy and the 
civil law, with the intent of advancing himself i 
at the bar; but he was diverted from this intention j 
by the following accident. As he was walltingwith. I 
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a&tend one day in the fields, he was struck by 
lightning which threw him to the ground and killed 
his companion at his aide. The fall of his friend, 
whom he ardently loved, and the awful scene 
around him, raised in Luther's min d a succession of 
serious meditations. He saw, or thought he saw, 
the vain and fleeting nature of all terrestrial enjoy- 
ments, and determined at once to withdraw himself 
from their pursuit. Prompt in all his resolutions, he 
vowed upon the spot, that if God were pleased to 
deHver him from the danger of his situation, he 
would enter a monastery, and spend the remain- 
der of his life sequestered from the world and its 
temptations. In vain did his parents endeavour to 
dissuade him from his object; he persisted in his 
purpose, and regarded the impression of his mind as 
a special command of the Almighty. His cheerfiil 
temper and engaging manners had attracted the 
hearts of his associates, and he loved their society ; 
but his determination was immoveable. Having 
called them together one evening, and entertained 
them with music, of which he was passionately fond, 
and in which be excelled, he announced to them his in- 
tentions, which he soon afterwards carried into effect. 
In 1605, he entered the monastery of Augustine 
friars at Erfurt, and inunediately conformed to all 
the rules of that order. On assuming the monastic 
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f garb, he returned his clothes to his father's house 
[ with the ring he received when taking his degree of 
' Master of Arts, and all his books, except Virgil 
and Plautus, his favorite authors. 

The noviciates in monastic institutions were 
usually obliged to perform all manner of humili- 
ating and laborious services, and Luther, at his 
entrance, had his full share. His spirit, however, 
naturally high, could not bear very patiently these 
degrading offices, until advised by Staupitz the 
Vicar-Genera) of the Augustine order in Germany, 
to whom he communicated his own feelings, and 
who recommended submission. 

With unwearied pleasure he passed many hours 
daily in the Kbrary at Krfiirt, where, in his twenty 
fom-th year, and in the year 1507, Luther took 
orders and celebrated mass. The same year be 
found, covered with dust, a eopy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures m Latin. He eagerly and attentively read it ; 
it brought important truths to his mind; he saw, 
thi-ough a glass darkly before, now a gleam of light 
shone upon his soul ; and it was most likely this 
that determined him against pursuing the study of 
the law. His attention seemed to be fixed upon 
the history of Hannah and her son Samuel, and 
he cherished the hope that one day God woiild 
permit him to call the Scriptures his o^vn. 



k* 



LIFB OP LUTHER. o 

He now had his work before him. There was 
much to do. The nations of even the civilized 
world were groaning under the chains of darkness. 
He now found in the Holy Scriptures something 
that would loosen those chains ; he fell upon his 
knees, his heart pouring forth deep gratitude to 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift. He had 
obtained a light to guide his footsteps amongst the 
rubbbh and corruptions of ages, and now com- 
menced his work in earnest. We shall see, in the 
course of his life, that the Lord God of Hosts thd 
not leave or forsake him. 

One of the Austin friars, named Ussinger, 
once said to Luther, when he saw him dihgently 
studying the Bible, "Brother Martin, what is the 
Bible ? Let us read the ancient teachers and 
fathers, for they have sucked the juice and truth 
out of the Bible. The Bible b the cause of all 
disaention and rebellion !" " This," said Luther, 
" is the censure of the world concerning God's 
word ; therefore we must let them run on their 
course towaids that place which is prepared for 
them." 

Though unacquainted ivith Hebrew and Greek, 
and unable to consult the original, he soon found 
that the prevailing theology had httle foundation 
on the Scriptures. This brought on gloom and 
b2 
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' dejection of spirits, so that often, when 
the Scriptures of the wrath of God, his soul was 
overwhelmed with despair. The terrors of divine 
wrath and the awfuhiess of everlasting punishment, 
with the penances prescribed by the regulations of 
the order, brought on an illness which had nearly 
h'proved fatal ; he was, however, comforted by the 
f conversation of an aged brother upon the article of 
I'the creed, in which forgiveness of sins is men- 
It tioned. The monk endeavoured to turn hisatten- 
f tion from penances, by which he was striving to 
atone for his sins, and in which he found no rehef, 
Cluist the only propitiation for sin. This monk 
Luther always afterwards remembered ivith gra- 
^titude. 

; is said that Luther, whilst in one of these fits 

fjOf despondency, locked himself up in his cell, and 

I refused to take food, or give admission to any per- 

■ son ; it was, however, broken open, and he was 

found in a state of insensibility. 

From this monk's conversation appears to have 
been the commencement of Luther's knowledge 
. of the doctrine which he afterwards so ably 
I and uniformly maintained, and which he justly 
I etyled the doctrine by which the Church would 
Lmther stand or fall; that a sinner is acquitted 
■■rf guilt, and accepted as righteoiw before Grod, 
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on account of the righteousness of Christ, received 
by faith ; that doctrine which his succeasors have so 
nobly and constantly maintained. Stanpitz, recom- 
mended the study of the Scriptures, that liemight be 
expert in quoting them. Stimulated by this ad- 
vice, and his own ardour, Luther did not confine 
himself to solitary study, but &equently preached 
and did other duties for the clergymen settled in 
the neighbouring villages ; this exercise answered 
the double purpose of instructing the people and 
giving bim that facihty in pubHc speaking, which 
is to be attained by practice only. 

The discovery of the art of printing had, by this 
time, promoted considerably the revival of learning. 
The most enlightened of the German princes be- 
eame impressed with the great advantages attendant 
on the establislunent of seminaries for education. 
The university of Wittemberg was founded and 
liberally endowed by Frederic, Elector of Saxony, 
sumamed the Sage, in the year 1503. Staupitz 
was consulted in regard to the choosing of able 
teachers : he spoke in flattering terms of Luther's 
abihties, and he was chosen to an academical chair 
in the year 1508. 

The department to which he was called seemed 
not the most congenial to his mind, namely, physic 
and moral philosophy ; his whole soul seemed to 
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be taken up with theology. In 1509 he thus 

writes : " By the good mercy of God, I am quite 

well, except that my present studies, especially 

philosophy, go rather against the grain, which, 

from the very first, I would much rather , have 

exchanged for theology ; that theology, I mean, 

L which penetrates to the kernel of the nut, — to the 

i;germof the wheat, — to the spinal marrow," But 

ihis distaste for these studies seems in no way per- 

■ceptible in his lectures, as they were both well 

f-attended and much admired. 

He was called upon by the senate, not long 

after his residence at the university, to fill the 

office of preacher. His distrust in his own powers 

Lmade hira oppose it, until Staupitz overcame his 

inwillingness by imploring him not to decline an 

' appointment of such high import and heavy respon- 

sibiliti^. He fijst made trial of his abilities in the 

monastery, then in the private chapel of the 

I castle, and puhUcly in the pariah church. He 

■ pleased the audience by his rich and affectionate 

rstyle, supported by copious passages of scripture. 

Not long after this commencement of hia public 

preaching, Luther acquired the dignity of Bachelor 

of Theology, and at the same time the right to give 

r theological lectures. Now he felt himself in his 

I proper sphere, and devoted to his sacred calling 
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all the faculties of his soul. Now, before his en- 
thusiastic admirers, he poured forth all tlie stores 
of a miad chastened by numerous afflictions, and 
enriched by the treasures of learned research. 
It was to Luther, that the university was indebted 
for its early celebrity. His activity at this time was 
almost incredible, and he is thus spoken of by Dr. 
Mellerstadt, "This monk will confound all doctors 
and introduce new doctrines, and reform the whole 
Romish Church, for he studies the writings of the 
apostles and prophets, and lays his foundation on 
the words of Jesus Christ which no one can, either 
by philosophy or sophistry, overthrow or gainsay." 

In 1510, a dispute having taken place between 
the Vicar-general of the Augustines in Germany 
and several of the convents belonging to his jurisdic- 
tion on some pointsofdiscipline,Lutlier was chosen 

go to Rome and settle the affair. He expected 

have found that there every virtue was practised ; 
That it was the fountain of pure and hving waters ; 
that it was indeed the holy city; but he was 
soon convinced of his error. His spirit, like 
St. Paul's at Athena, was moved within him 
when he saw their impiety. It revealed to him 
the irreligion and corruption of the clergy, and 

itroyed his reverence for the sanctity of the pope, 
have seen," he says, "the pope, and the pope's 
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court, and I have had opportunity of personally 
observing the morals of the Roman clergy. I cele- 
brated mass there, and had occasion to see it cele- 
brated by others, with so much indecency that I 
am still unable to think of it without disgust. I 
have seen courtezans place themselves at the very 
altar, laughing and behaving in the most irrev- 
erent manner, and have heard them say over the 
bread and wine at the altar; 'Bread thou art and 
thou shalt remain bread; wine thou art and thou 
shall remain wine.' " These scenes removed the 
mist from his eyes, and he beheld Rome the "mys- 
tery of iniquity." He afterwards observes, "that he 
VTOuld not for the value of one thousand florins, have 
missed the instruction affordedhimby his journey to 
Rome." His hatred and disgust was against in- 
dividuals and not against the system ; he was still 
a true son of the church. 

In strict compliance with the rules of the 
University, he was created Licentiate on the 18th 
of October, 1512, and on the 19th, the degree of 
Doctor of Theology, waa conferred on him by 
Andreas Bodenstein (Carlstadt) ivith great solemn- 
ity. On this occasion, he was required to swear 
that he would study and preach the truths of the 
Scriptures, during the remainder of his life j and 
this solemn oblation, at that time imposed and 
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:eptecl both according to the authentic accounts 
of others and his own statement, often afforded 
hjrn support and comfort iu the struggle and lUffi- 
culties of his eventftJ hfe, when Satan and the 
world united to terrify him, by enquiring who had 
given him authority ; and how he could be able to 
justiiy the confusion he hud caused in the christian 
world. 

The possession of this literary distinction 
was eventually conclusive to his personal safety 
and to the success of the Keforraatiou. It con- 
ferred on him the right of teaching publicly, as 
well as privately ; a right which he never fiiiled to 
observe when his opponents wished to prevent him 
from dflii'eriug public discourses. 

Luther engaged in the study of the Scriptures with 
redoubled ardour from his elevation to the professor- 
ship of Theology, Witha view to unfold the doctrine 
of justification to his pupils, he gave them a course 
of Le(?turRS on tlie Epistle to the Komans. Next he 
expounded to them the hook of Psalms, following, 
chiefly, the commcntsiry of Ai^^ustine. He now, 
more than ever, felt the necessity of acquiring a 
knowledge of Hebrew, and immediately lent all the 
intensity of his mind to the study of it ; and the 
Hebrew Bible and Greek Testament were the sub- 
jects of his habitual and daily meditation. He 
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drank deeply, and was fiilly rewarded for all }aS 
toils, by acquiring a perfect knowledge of the 01< 
and New Testaments. So imperceiveable wa 
Luther'a progress in the change of views he main- 
tained towards the Church, that it prevented any 
suspicion, insomuch that he was chosen by Stau- 
pitz, to esamine into the state of the Monasteries 
in Saxony , and to exercise a general superintendence 
over them in his absence. He examined nearly 
forty of them, and thereby had an opportunity of. 
disseminating religious knowledge, and of laying 
the foundation of that personal attachment whic 
was afterwards so amply displayed. 

We are now arrived at that part of the life i 
this illustrious Reformer, when he came boldly 01 
of obscurity as an antagonist of the doctrines of tl 
Church. Its coffers became drained by unbound* 
profligacy and dissipation, and Leo had n 
course to a mode of replenishii^ them, that 
before been tried with success, by some of his pi 
decesBors. This was the sale of indulgence!. 
dulgences were resorted to, therefore, to open nt 
resources. The case stood as follows : besides o» 
ward confession, repentance, and reformation 
conduct, words of satisfaction, or will-worsl 
were required — such as fasting, castigation, pil- 
grimages, &c. This satisfaction could be com- 
pounded by the absolving Priest for a sum of moneyi 
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'"Tetzel seems to have been selected for the sale of 
Indulgences in Saxony, on account of his activity 
and popular address. He was however not only 
grossly ignorant, but petulant and presumptuous in 
the extreme. Luther seems to have laid great stress 
on Tetzel'e overbearing and disgusting manner. 
Persons came to Luther to confess, and refused the 
penance prescribed by him, because they had 
already received remission in the shape of an in- 
dulgence. This provoked Luther, and he refused 
absolution. The persons thus retused, considering 
themselves aggrieved, entered a complaint against 
him with Tetzel, who, confident of support, 
acted with more harshness, and threatened to sub- 
ject Luther, and those who might adhere to him, to 
the horrors of the inquisition ; he caused a pile for 
burning heretics to be erected, and menaced such 
persons with the stake, as should dare to oppose 
his Holiness and his Indulgences, 

Luther addressed letters to several Bishops, call- 
ing upon them to put an end to the sale of Indul- 
gences, and began therefore to preach against them ; 
and on the 4th of September, he published a Ser- 
mon against these enormities. 

According to the custom in those times, in the 
case of doubtfid points, Luther came to the deter- 
mination, by stating his ideas in a series of propo- 
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&itions ; and on the Slst of October, 1517, he pub- 
lished ninety-five discussing copiously the doctrines 
of penitence, charity, indulgences, purgatory, &c. 
These he affixed to the church of the castle of J 
Wittemberg, inviting any man to a disputation 
on the points. 

No disputants having accepted his invitation, 
Luther determined to print and publish his " Pro- 
positions." The novelty and boldness oi 
opinions which they contained procured them a I 
very rapid circulation throughout Germany.— 
Hitherto known only in a limited circle as 
professor, the circulation of his Propositions 1 
made him one of the most pubhc men of the | 
empire. The boldness of his hmguage begai 
draw the attention of all Germany. His frienda 1 
entreated him to cease exposing himself to personal J 
hazard ; his reply was, when thus entreated, " Iffl 
the cause be of God, it must prosper ; if not, itM 
must fall." 

The wonderfiil eifeets produced by Luther's pro- ,, 
positions, moved Tetzel to attempt an answer in one J 
hundred and six of his own. He was assisted by* 
Conrad Winpina, and theii chief aim was to esta- 
blish the authority of the Pope. Tlic PropositionaB 
of Luther were branded as heretical ; after thesoj 
followed fifty more to the same purpose. 
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' Tetxel also attacked tlie Sermon on Indulgence, 
to wliicb Luther published a reply ; in the conclu- 
sion of which, the follomng paragraph occurs ; " Is 
it not enough to provoke any man to see the 
people put in fear of earthly fire and flame, 
and thus led astray from that truth, which, if 
blasphemed, will cast them into the flames of bell 
and eternal death ? Tetzel, to put a better face on 
his cause, also presses me to offer my Sermons for 
the sanction of liis holiness the Pope. Let them 
understand that 1 am not blind to their nefarious 
intentions, and that it shall not be long before I 
will ^ain offer them the subject matter of my 
thoughts, and perhaps more than will prove agree- 
able to their taste. I presume not to fly above the 
summit of the colossal pines ; biit I despair not of 
creeping over the dry stubble." 

Tetzel publicly burned the propositions of 
Luther, and declared his readiness to pass the 
ordeal of fire and water, in compliance with 
the prejudices of the age, in justification of his 
tenets. The students of Wittembcrg retahated 
the indignity done to their master, by burning 
the propositions of Tetzel, but without the 
knowledge or authority of Luther. 

By these writings, the sale of Indulgences were 
considerably abridged ; anditwasnottobe expected 
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that those whose gain was diminished, should 
tamely submit to the suppression of them. John 
Eckiiis, a Dominican, one of the most learned aqd 
acute theologians of the age, attempted to silenoe 
him, by a perfonnance so contemptible, that Ik 
afterwards became ashamed of it himself and 
affirmed that it appeared without his sanction. It 
did much good, for it gave Luther an opportunity 
of pubhshing a triumphant refutation. 

Sylvester de Prierias, another Dominican, and 
master of the Pope's palace at B«me, followed 
Eckius, and, like him, declared the infaUibihty of 
the Pope, and the authority of the doctors. 

In Luther's reply, which cost him but two day's 
preparation, he displays the first symptoms of ac- 
quaintance with the dangerous consequences of 
that unlimited dominion, over the minds of men, 
which the Pope of Rome assumed. He examined 
minutely the rights and power of the Pope and his 
relation to the church. He did not instantly 
assail the Pope, but made a covert attack on the 
successor of St. Peter and his court, " If such 
opinions and doctrines (meaning the pamphlets of 
Prierias,) are published at Rome, with the know- 
ledge and authority of the Pope and Cardinals, 
(which I would fain hope is not the case,) then I 
Jiereby openly declare that the true antichrist is 
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^ting in the temple of God, and ruling at Rome ; 
that it is the true Bahylon, clothed in scarlet and 
crimson ; and that the Romish court is the syna- 
gogue and school t^ SateJi. I am not displeased 
to find, that this Sylvester blasphemously declares 
that the Bible receives the authority &om the 
Pope. For this will prove the certain means of 
razing the Papal tyranny to ita foimdation; and, 
in this publication, I hereby declare and testiiy, 
that if the Pope and his Cardinals do not silence 
the shameless blasphemer, and obhge him to re- 
cant, that I (vill heneeforward break nith the Ro- 
mish Church, the Pope and the Cardinals, and 
show to them the Abomination of desolation that 
standeth in the holy place." At the conclusion, 
he bursts forth in these words, " Now ferewell, 
thou blasphemous, corrupt, unholy Rome ! At 
length the wrath of God is coming over thee, as 
thou hast deser^'ed ; because, notwithstanding the 
many prayers that have been so continually offered 
for thoe, it has been thy unceasing endeavour to 
become more abominable. We should have healed 
Babylon, but she is not healed ; forsake her that 
she may become the habitation of devils and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird ; wild beasts of the desert shall be 
tJiere ; their houses shall be full of doleful creatures, 
^ c2 
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and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance 
there, and the cormorant and hittem shall possess 
it ; let the line of confusion be stretched out upon 
it, that it may remain full of idolaters, jK-ijurers, 
apostates, and muiderers ! Beloved reader, fare 
thee well ! forgive that warmth with which grief 
and indignation of heart have iilled my speech." 

The writings of Luther, and the answers to 
them having now been some time before the 
public, the feebleness of the latter excited sur- 
prise in many who had never doubted the ability 
of the Church, to defend by argument whatever 
she assumed the right to do. 

From the increased diffusion of knowledge, and 
the peculiar polirical situation of Germany at that 
time, the Catholics felt themselves imablc to stop 
the progress of heresy in the summary method of 
earlier days. It is to this cause chiefly that we 
ascribe what has been called the inactivity in the 
first instance of the court of Rome towards Luther. 

It will be in vain to seek to account for it by a 
tolerating disposition on the part of Leo. Liberal 
as he was, in the patronage of hterature, and the 
arts of the men, who in his eoiu't cultivated the 
ivorks of Greece and Rome, they durst not indulge 
in those effusions of independence which mark the 
celebrated writers of antiquity. On the contrary. 
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the habit of flattering, and of showing aii unquali- 
fied approbation of his mcasnrGS, will be found the 
characteristics of those who surrounded him, 

Leo for some time paid but little attention to the 
opposition of Luther ; he" considered it below his 
dignity to discuss the merits of a dispute carried 
ou in an obscure part of Germany ; ho seemed dia- 
poecd to let it be finished by those with whom it 
had begun. Voluptuous and averse to business, 
he was accustomed to devolve the laborious part of 
his office oil Julius, afterwards Clement VII. and 
had consequently not the means of forming due esti- 
mate of the danger to be apprehended from Luther. 

Maximilian, the Emperor of Germany, though 
attached to the Pope, had uo disposition to perse- 
cute Luther- Having read Luther's ProiMsitions, 
he is reported to have said to Pfeffenger, one of 
Frederic's ministers, " Your monk's theses arc 
not to be despised. He will give the Priests 
some trouble. Tell Frederic, that he should pro- 
tect Luther, as it may happen that he will have 
need of him." 

The impending danger at lengtli aroused the 
Pontiff to prompt and vigorous measures. Ca- 
jetan, his legate, a man of address, and zealous for 
the support of the Pope's authority, was des- 
patched into Germany, to conciUate the Emperor 
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and the Elector, who were now the strenuous pa- 
trons and advocates of Luther, and to suppress 
heresy, Luther was ordered to appear at Rome 
within sixty days, to answer for his opinions and 
conduct hcfore appointed judges, one of whom 
was Prierias, his antagonist ! 

On the arrival of the citation, he thus expressed 
himself, " WMle I expected a blessing, a stonn of 
lightning and thunder bui'st over me. I was the 
sheep who disturbed the waters of the wolf.; — 
They treated me, a poor monk, with such papistical 
cunning, that I had been condemned already in 
Rome sixteen days before the citation reached me." 

Although the time allowed was sixty days, the 
Bishop of Ascalon, pronounced his condemnation 
long before the term stated in the citation was com- 
pleted. But his friends interceded with the Elec- 
tor, and at length his cause was appointed to be 
heard at- Augsburg, by Cardinal Cajetan, to which 
place Luther declared his intention to go. 

Count Alhreeht of Mansfeldt, sent a warning 
to Luther, not to leave Wittemberg, lest he might 
be murdered ; but he determined to go. Thither 
Luther went ; and when asked where he would 
find shelter if the Elector was to forsake him, 
he gave the following noble undaunted reply, 
" Under the shield of Heaven !" Here he behaved 



with his usual fortitude, prudence, and sagacity ; 
baffling the arguments of the Cardinal, and refu- 
sing to revoke his opinions, nith which alone it 
was plain the Cardinal would be satisfied. 

Luther's propositions, we have seen, were burnt, 
and the doctrine of Indulgence defended ; so that 
there was no prohabiHty of a compromise ; and in 
a thundering bull, the Pope threatened excommu- 
nicatiou, not only against Luther, but against 
all who should support, encour^e, or receive him, 
in case he submitted not to the Holy Apostolic 
Church. 

Danger being apprehended from a design to seize 
him, and to treat him as Huss, he resolved to depart 
after registering his protest, and promising to be 
silent if his adversaries would be the same ; and 
finding nothing coiJd be done but absolute retrac- 
tion, on the 19th of October, 1518, he departed; 
a horse liaving been procured by his friend Staupitz, 
ho rode tliat day forty miles. He had neither 
boots nor spurs, nor sword, and being exhausted 
by fatigue and anxiety, on alighting at night, he 
dropt down among the straw in the stable and fell 
asleep. This was the man whom God delighted 
to honor, and whose voice even at this early period, 
shook the Church of Rome to her foundation ! 

Wliile he was at Augsburg, he wrot« the follow- 
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iiig letter to his friend Philip Melanethon, " No- 
thing new or deserving of notice is done here, 
save that the whole city is filled %vith the ^ 
nimoiir of my name, and all ai'c desirous to see a 
man who kindled such a flame. Do you continue 
to act as you did, and instruct, with all your 
power, the young men. I go willingly to be offered J 
up, both for you and for them, if it please (Jod. [ 
I had rather perish than revoke what I have writ- 
ten or said. Italy is clouded with the palpable 
darkness of Egypt, so ignorant are they of Clirist 
and of the things which belong to Christ ; yet 
these we hold as the lords and masters of our faith 
and morals ! " 

He gave the Elector a particular account of the 
transactions at Augsburg, as did Cajetan on the 
other side ; and, while Luther, justly conceiving 
himself in the utmost peril, resigned liimself to 
the, will of God, observing " that if he had six 
hundred lives, he would rather give them all up, 
than reca.nt one article which pertained to the faith 
of Christ," his adversaries traduced liim with 
every scandal, as an enemy to all good works, and J 
laboured by all means to bring about his destruction. 

Luther's sudden departure gave great offence to I 
Cajetan. He wrote to the Elector Frederic a letter, I 
couched in a very high tone. He asserted that he J 
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liad obtained a victory of disputation over Luther ; 
ccnnplainedofthe clajidestine departure of liim and 
Staupitz, and urged Frederic not to forget tlic respect 
dueto his own character by protecting Luther ; and 
urging him to send Luther, as a pestilential heretic, 
to Rome, or at least to banish him ; giving him to 
understand at the same time, that he might as "well 
do it with a good grace, for at Rome, they were 
resolved not to cease till such monstrous heresy 
was exterminated; but Frederic was as little to 
be intimidated as Luther. The Elector sent to 
Cojetan a spirited reply, telling him he could not 
corisider Luther a heretic, because he had not been 
proved to he one, and he would not condemn nor 
banish him unheard. 

Gajetan having incurred the censure, whether 
real or ostensible, of his court, for the proceedings 
in the case of Luther, that part of his functions 
was committed to Miltitz, a Saxon by birth, and 
a layman, whose mild and insumating manners, 
it was hoped, wotdd accomplish by persuasion 
what the haughty and overbearing insolence of 
his predecessor had failed to effect by intimidation. 
_ An interview took place between Luther and 
Afiltitz, in Spalarin's (the secretary of the Elector,) 
house at Altenbxug, on the ~th of Jannarj-, 1519. 
The final agreement was that Miltitz should refer 
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the ivhole transaction to the Pope ; that the dis- 
putants should in the meantime bo enjoined silence 
that Luther should ivrite to Leo, declaring his sub- 
jection to the Papal See ; and that a petition 
should be presented to Leo, requesting him to. 
send the cognizance of the affair to some learned' 
Gennan bishops. 

Miltitz, to concUiate Luther, publicly rebuked 
Tetzel, when at Leipsic. This man died soon.' 
after in all the agonies ivhich a guilty consdenoe 
can excite, — agonies increased by the neglect 
contempt to which he found himself abandoned 
by his employers. 'What an awfiil example ! He 
had, by his own indulgences, deluded many 
into slumber which they mistook for peace of 
mind ; and to this deadly lethargj', this stupor <^ 
conscience, succeeded the wailings of despair 
while he, their deluder, seemed to feel the com- 
mencement of hell while yet in the body; 
worm that never dies began its gnawinga ; and hi 
suffered, even on earth, the scorching of the unex.- 
tinguishable flame. Luther wrote to him a short 
time before his death, sympathizing inhis afflictionSj 
entreating him not to be distressed at the recoUec; 
tion of any thing that had passed between them» 
and no doubt referring him for comfort to the all 
atoning blood of the Redeemer. 
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*'On tlie death of Maximilian, in the year 1519, 
the electors took unaiiimously the determination of 
offering the imperial cro\vn to Frederic ; but he 
knew too well the disquietudes of governing to be 
tempted by the dazzling offer. 

Charles the Vth was chosen, and there was an 
understanding that the controversy should be taken 
up, on the first day that should be convened, between 
the Church of Rome and the Reformers. 

Luther meanwhile continued to discharge his 
duty as professor and preacher mth his usual 
energy, confirming old ones and making new con- 
verts to his principles. He heard from different 
quarters, hovi' widely his \vritipgs had spread, and 
how universally admired they were ; this animated 
him under the many depressing circumstances in 
which he was almost continually involved. 

An event of the highest importance succeeded 
to several minuted events. CarUtadt, Archdea- 
con of the Church of All Saints at Wittemberg, 
who was older than Luther, having presided as dean 
when the latter received bis doctor's degree, 
had pubUshed a pamphlet in opposition to Eckius, 
who lost no time in replying. The former again 
took up his pen ; but both parties soon became 
eager to relinquish this undecisive mode of warfare 
for a more conspicuous exhibition by public 
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disputation. Leipsic was therefore chosen as the 
place of meeting, and thither each repaired with 
their friends, on June the 27th, 

As Luther's cause had grown into much import- 
ance, his friends persuaded him from entering 
alone and on foot. Carlstadt led the procession ; 
seated alone in his chariot, Bemin, Prince of Po- 
merania, followed, accompanied by Luther and 
Melancthon ; while a number of students, zealous 
in the cause of Luther, and wearing armour accord- 
ing to the fashion of the day, brought up the rear j , 
and in this goodly company, Eckius pretended! 
he could distinguish many Bohemians and heretics. ] 
The disputants wf re conducted into the presence 
of Geoi^, Duke of Saxony, and the proceedings 
were opened by an address and singing hj-mns, 
accompanied by instrumental music. Arrange- 
ments were then made to regulate the discussion ; 
and to prevent disorder, or any unfair advantage 
to either party, Eckius wished the proceedings to 
take place without notaries to take minutes, to 
which, however, Carlstadt refused ; but it was 
determined that the official documents should not 
be published tmtil a decision had been pronounced 
by the judges. Eckius excelled in elocution ; 
Carlstadt displayed amazing erudition and research. 
^The discussion lasted six days, and the subject was 
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jree tuxU. The aiiimated and impetuous eloquent* 
of Eckius appeared to the multitude to prevail 
aver the more sober and argumentative ratiocina- 
tion of his opponent ; and he longed for a more 
conspicuous competitor. 

The Duke gave permission that Luther should 
enter the lists with him, and on the 4th day of July, 
at an early hour, they commenced the debate. 
They discussed the subject of Indulgences, Pur- 
gatory, Repentance, and the authority of the 
Pope. The Indulgences fell completely to the 
ground, and Eckius, almost on every point, jielded 
to Luther. They disputed for ten days, the debates 
■were pubUshed, and the disputants severally de- 
fended, in writing, the side they had espoused ; the 
cause of the Reformation gained much by these 
debates. 

In the year 1519, Luther published his celebra- 
ted Commentary on the Galations, which appears 
to have been prepared for the press from notes taken 
by his hearers. About the same time, he published 
a htUe work for the comfort of the sick, entitled 
" Tessaradeca Consolatoria pro laborantibus et 
oneratis." The occasion of its composition was an 
indisposition of the Elector Frederic. The work 
contains a number of ingenious observations, mixed 
with remarks indicative of Luther's peculiarities 
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and ardour. Erasmus makes a very explicit ac- 
Joiowledgmont of its piety and merit in the follow- 
ing words, " Mitto libellum qui magnopcre proba- 
tus est." He published in German, a pamphlet 
on the Sacrament, and about the same time he 
addressed a letter to the yoimg Emperor Charles 
the Vth. The timid took alarm, but Luther's 
boldneas never forsook him. " I have," said he, 
" given up myself to this work in the name of 
the Lord, may his will he done ! The cause is 
that of mankind in general ; let us in faith and 
prayer commit the event to God, and we shall be 
safe. For what can our adversaries do ? Will they 
ramder us ? They cannot do that twice. Will 
they asperse us as heretics ? Was not Christ him- 
self condemned as a malefactor t When I con- 
template his sufferings, I blush for shame to think 
my trials should be thought so considerable, wheit 
in reality they are nothing ; and so we shoidd reckoM 
such trials, had we right views of mortification, 
of self-denial, and in a word of the Christiaii 
cross, to which, in our day, we are perfect stran- 
gers. Cease then your attempts to divert me 
&om my purpose. My enemies may rage, but I 
shall smile in security. I am determined to abide 
the event, and not to give way to any unbecoming 
fear." 
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- At the pommencement of the year 1520, Eckius 
had proceeded to Rome, to report the result of his 
endeavours in the Papal cause ; nor conld his dis- 
position towards Luther, be expected to be either 
friendly or mild, after the bitterest epithets and 
reproaches had been exchanged between them. 

Luther was obliged to use his influence to 
repress the wrath of Carlstadt, who wished to pub- 
lish a most intemperate attack on Eckius. This 
active enemy of Luther, labored zealously to pro- 
cure his condemnation ; courted the favor of the 
Cardinals; had inteniews w-ith the Pope, and sent 
an account in May, that the sketch of the Papal 
Bull was already drawn up ; and on the 17th of 
June, the Bull was issued, and if the delay was 
injiuious, the tone in which the thunders of tlie 
Vatican were launched, was still more so. 

The total infetuation that Leo and the council 
e\Tnced on this occasion, all writers confess. He 
imagined all would hsten to the extravagant pre- 
tensions and bow before the high claims of the 
Popedom ; blind and implicit obedience was de- 
manded to whatever might be pronounced at Rome, 
and this after allowing the new tenets, for three 
years and upwards, to take root in the minds of 
men. 

Forty-one Propositions, extracted from the works 
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of Luther, were condemned as heretical, seandalouS] 
and pestilential. Luther was compared to Por- 
phyry, and all who should favor his opinions were 
guilty of liigh treason, infamous, and unworthy of 
christian hurial ; any one who should read or 
publish any of his writings was pronounced worthy 
of excommunication ; all persons who possessed 
^ them were enjoined to commit them to the dames ; 
he himself was ordered to appear in Rome, within 
sixty days, to retract, under pain of excommunica^ 
tion; or if not, all christian princes were required 
under the same penalties, to seize and convey him tO' 
Eome, that he might undergo condign punishment. 
Such was the essence of the Bull of I^o ; he 
thought that it would crush the rising cause ; hut 
God was with that cause, and prospered it the' 
more. Sehaumberg and Scckingen, and his &ith- 
fill friend Frederic, could not be prevailed upon 
to abandon Mm ; though waves rolled on, the storm 
arose, yet it was only to make Luther the more 
beloved by bis friends. Sehaumberg wrote to 
him and offered his own protection, and that of« 
one hundred noblemen in Franconia ; such was thef 
extent to which his tenets were embraced in that 
district alone. 

Luther, in a letter to his friend Spalatin, says^ 
" The die is cast, and I despise equally the favor 
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Mid hatred of Rome, Never will I be recon- 
ciled or connected with them. Let them condemn 
and bum my books ; I in my turn, bo long as I 
can procure fire, will condemn and bum publicly 
the whole pontifical code." ^Vmidst all the alter- 
nations of fear and hope, Luther's active mind 
never gave way to sullen despondency or indolence. 
His next production was a book of misccUaneons 
character, which he addressed to the Emperor 
Charles the Vth and to the nobility of the empire. 
It was chiefly directed against the rices of the 
clergy, and to a recommendation of the study of 
Scripture, and an atta(^k on the usurpation of the 
papacy, and an insinuation that Rome was the 
seat of antichrist. 

Luther next produced, "DeCaptivitateBahylonica 
EcclesiEE." Here he examined into the nature and 
use of the sacrament. It was first published in 
Latin, hut the general interest it excited made it 
soon to be translated into German. A misunder- 
standing having taken place between the inhabitants 
and students of Wittemberg, Luther reproved the 
students rather sharply, so that his friends thought 
he had gone too far and might injure the university. 
Some time after, Spidatin visited the imiversity 
with a view, propably of ascertaining both its 
condition, and whether Luther's cause was injured 
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among the students. His report of his visit haa 
been preserved. " A proportion of the students are 
absent, but this is chiefly on account of a contagious 
' disorder, and the university is still very numerously 
attended. I saw four hundred young men studying 
diWnity under Luther, and no fewer than six 
I hundred leeirmng the languages under Melanc- 
thon. Luther continues in good spirits ; his 
writings against the papal bull, declare that from 
respect to the Elector, he will express himself with 
mildness. I saw more than thirty letters addressed 
to Luther, from princes, nobler, and doctors in 
Suabia, Switzerland, and Pomerania, replete with 
expression of piety and offers of consolation. So 
popular a preacher is he, that both the town 
church of Witteraberg and that of the monastery 
are too small to receive the crowd of his hearers." 

The first regular step taken by Luther against 
the bull, was a protest recorded before a notary and 
witnesses ; also he caused public notice to be ^ven 
at Wittembei^, that he proposed burning the anti-' 
christiaji decretals, on Monday, the 10th of Decem- 
ber. 

On the appointed day, the people assembled at 
nine o'clock in the morning, and proceeded in 
regular divisions to the spot in the neighbourhood 
where the ceremony would be performed. The con- 
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e of people was immense; and after a slight 
repast, an eminent member of the imiveisit)*, 
erected a kind of funeral pile, and set it on fire ; 
after which, Luther took Gratian's Abridgment 
of the Canon Law ; the letters commonly called 
Decretals of the Pontiffs ; the Clementines and 
Extravagants ; and, last of all, the Bull of Leo. 
All these he threw into the fire, exclaiming with a 
loud voice, " Because ye have troubled tie holy 
(rf the Lord, therefore, let eternal fire trouble 
yon!" 

Having remained to witness their consumption, 
he returned into the city, accompanied by the same 
multitude, without the occurrence of the slightest 
disorder. In support of this act, he published a 
Set of Reasons, and towards the conclusion, he 
places in a very strong light, the overbearing 
conduct of the popes towards all who dared to 
oppose them, or even ventured to dissent from 
them. " Never have the popes vanquished, either 
by Scriptiire or argument, any one who has spoken 
or written against them. Their alternative has 
always been to excommunicate, bum, or put them 
to death through the medium of kings, princes, 
and others devoted to papacy." 

A second bull was issued at Rome, in which 
the pope recited the former ; styled himself the 
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appointed dispenser of temporal and spiritual 
punishments ; mentioned that some had submitted ; 
but that Luther and his followers were subjected 
to eternal anathemas. Before, the anathema shook 
the throne of the mightiest monarch, and the dread 
of the bull of excommunication quelled the stoutest 
heart; but now, the pope and an excommunicated 
monk appeared on a footing of equality ; they and 
their adherents reciprocating animosities, and com- 
mitting each other's publications to the flames. 

A new antagonist soon after appeared in the field 
against Luther, in a Franciscan monk at Leipsic, 
named Augustine. Johin also wrote a spirited pam- 
phlet ; and in feet, they were indebted to the writ- 
ings of their opponents for a considerable share of 
the pubhcity of their cau.se. E\en Cajetan now 
came forward and displayed his whole scholastic skill 
in asserting the divine origin and the infallibility 
of the Pope. On the other hand, there appeared on 
the side of Luther, and in support of free inquiry, 
an essay from the pen of Ulrich Hntten, a young 
man of fortune and literary talents. He published 
Leo's bull, and annexed to it, a short scholia, expos- 
ing in very bold language, theweakness oftbepapal 
arguments, and the presumptous encroachments 
of that court. . This publication was soon followed 
by one of Luther's, who could not remain inactive^ , 



The title of the address was, " Answer to the ex- 
ecrable Bull of Aiitic?hrist." So highly was this 
work esteemed at the court of Saxony, that Spa- 
latin translated it &om the Latin into German. 

The pope applied to Frederic, that Luther should 
be imprisoned, and his books burned ; but received 
the following reply from him, on the 4th 
of November, " That the request was very unex- 
pected on his part ; and that while irom 
home, he had heard that Eckius, contrary to 
the pontifical decree, had wished to injure not 
only Luther, but other learned men in his do- 
minions, an assumption of power on the part of 
an unauthorized individual, which could not hut 
be extremely offensive to him. Having been absent, 
he coidd not say with certainty, what had been 
done by l4uther and others, after re<'eiving the 
pope's bull ; but that it might happen, that in con- 
sequence of the provocation given to him, there 
was a general disposition to approve of his pro- 
ceedings." Finally, he requested, " The learned 
and good men should converse in a friendly man- 
ner on the whole business, and that Luther should 
be accounted entitled to protection, and have an 
opportunity to plead his cause." 

A circumstance which took place this year, is 
related as follows. A man came to Wittemberg, 
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who gave himself out as a chancellor of the late 1 
Emperor Maximilian, As Luther was quitting | 
the college, after ha'ving lectured, in order to J 
return to the convent, this man offered his hand 1 
to the doctor, and desired a few minutes' conver- 
sation with liim. Luther received him kindly and 
conducted him to his room ; he then said, " My I 
dear doctor, I am surprised how yoii can he so bold I 
as to offer every one your hand so unsuspectingly;! 
a man might easily carry a pistol in his sleeve and 1 
fire a ball into you, alone as I am now with you." J 
The doctor replied, by asking, " How could any j 
one escape who should make such an attempt ? i 
He must at any rate stake his life upon it and lose I 
it !" The man, however, replied, " If I should! 
kill you, and even perish in the attempt, the Pope I 
would assuredly make me a saint, and you i 
heretic, whom he woiild dehver over to Satan." 
When the doctor heard this, he felt som 
alarmed, and called his servant Wolff. The manfl 
soon left him, and made the best of his way out of J 
town. Luther considered this man as an asaassin,.J 
hired to murder him, but that God had deprive* 
him of courage to accomplish his purpose ; more 
than once was Luther warned of poison, which:, 
I indeed, at that time, was frequently employed. 

The time was now come for holding Charles'^ 
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first diet. The city of Nuremberg being infested 
with the plague, the place of meeting was fixed at 
Worms. The pope, who especially reckoned on 
the assistance of Charles, sought to confirm his 
good disposition towards the Papal chair, and to 
prejudice him against Luther, by means of two 
ambassadors, Marino Caraccioli and Heironymus 
AJeaiider. He employed their services also with 
the Elector; and at a conference at Cologne in 1520, 
they required of him first, that he should see the 
Pope's Bull put in force, and Luther's books 
burned ; and further that he should either punish 
Luther, or have him taken up and sent to the Pope, 
upon which the Elector sent the letter, part of 
which has been quoted. The Papal ambassadors, 
however, were not content with trj-ing to excite 
the secular powers against Luther, but endeavoured 
by high ofiers, to prevail upon the celebrated and 
influential Erasmus of Rotterdam, at that time re- 
siding at Cologne, to wTite against him. But the 
attempt failed, for it was neither in unison with his 
own sentiments and secret approbation of Luther's 
hardihood, nor with his prudence, to enter the lists 
as his enemy. 

The Elector, who had previously been in cor- 
respondence with him, sent for him when in 
Cologne, and asked him, through Spalatin, if he 
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deemed that Luther had erred hi doctrine, whether 
preached or written ; "On which," says Spalatin, 
"Erasmus snapped his fingers, hef ore returning an 
answer. Whereupon, indeed my gracious jn aster 
opened his eyes very wide, as was his wont, when 
he spoke ivith people from whom he expected 
a conclusive answer. Then began Erasmus, and 
said abruptly these words : — ' Luther has done 
ivroug in two respects, first in attacking 
the Pope's crown, and, secondly, the monks' 
bellies,' " 

The adherents of the popedom employed all 
their influence to have Luther brought before the 
Diet, that his tenets might be condemned without 
examination, and himself' put to death as a heretic; 
but his steady friend Frederic, whose subject he 
was, insisted upon a clear and explicit safe eon- 
duct, should it be found Luther chose to appear. 

He caused Spalatiu to write to Luther, to know 
his sentiments, as to the propriety of his personally 
appearuig. The answer was as foUo-n-s : '■ If I am 
summoned I mil go, even though I must needs be 
carried there in my bed, for I cannot doubt that, 
the Emperor's call is likewise God's call. If they 
i 9xe resolved to bring the matter to a violent issue^ 
F which there is every appearance, we have only 
a commend the cause to that God who still liyes 
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and reigns, who preserved the three men in the 
fiery furnace. If he ^vill not preBCrve me, my 
head is but a sorry consideration, compared with 
Christ, T\-ho ivith the greatest ignominy, to the 
offence of all, and the ruin of many, was crucified 
and slain. For in this matter we must neither 
look at dangers nor safety, but rather take heed 
that we do not leave the gospel, which we have 
professed, to be the derision of the godless ; nor 
afford our adversaries an opportunity of triumphing 
over us, as those who dare not confess what they 
teach, or shrink fi'om shedding our blood for it, to 
our ahame and their ])roud boast, for which may 
OUT merciful Saiiour defend us ! Amen. And if it 
must come to pass, that the kings in this land ' set 
themselves, and the rulers take council together, 
and rage with the people, and the heathen against 
the Lord, and against his anointed,* still the same 
Psalm teaches tis, not only that it sliall be well 
with those who trust in Him, but that He laughs 
at his opposers and holds them in derision. We 
indeed, cannot tell whether more danger may accrue 
to the gospel and the common weal from our death 
or our life. You know that divine truth is a rock 
of offence, which has been set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel. Our only anxiety should 
be to implore God, that the commencement of the 
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Emperor Charles's reign may not be stained with 
either my blood, or that of any other man, abed in 
defence of piety. I would also, as I have often 
said) much rather fall by the hands of the Romanist 
alone, than that the Emperor and his adherents 
should be involved in the business. You know 
what calamities bcfel the Emperor Sigismimd, aftei 
the execution of John Huss, that he never had any 
success, and died without heirs ; his grandson 
Ladislaus, was likewise murdered, and thus one 
line of his house was extinct, whilst his spoose, 
Barbara, became a disgrace to the name of queen ; 
besides others, which you daubtless linow. But if 
it must be tliat I shall be dehvered, not only 
to the high priest, but to the Gentiles, the Lord's 
will be done. You have now my counsel and 
opinion; expect any thing from me, except that I 
will neither flee or retract. Flee I \vill not, and 
much less retract, so surely as my Lord Jesus 
strengthens me, for I can do neither, ivithout en- 
dangering godliness and the souls of many." 

The Elector's outward conduct was extremely 
cautious ; Charles in the meantinie was induced trf 
put his signature to several precipitate and incon- 
sistent acts. He issued in January, an order ftw 
summoning Luther before the Diet; but Frederu 
declining to forward itj the Emperor thought prope 
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recall it. Frederic, apprehensive of personal 
danger to Luther, detennined that he should not 
undertake to come so far without a solemn pledge 
of protection. 

On January 25th, Luther wrote to the Elector as 
follows : " As to myself I am most ready to appear 
at the Imperial Diet at Worms, hefore equitable, 
learned and good judges, pio\'ided I obtain a suf- 
ficient security, and a safe conduct for going and 
returning. By God's help I sliall make it appear, 
to the conviction of all, that I have not been actu- 
ated by wilfulness, or by selfish views, but that 
whatever I have taught or written has proceeded 
from niy conscience — from an ardour for the salva- 
tion of the C'athoHc church, and for the extirpation 
of the most dangerous abuses and superstitions." 

The nest step that took place in the proceedings 
of Charles, was a letter, dated 6th of March, 1531, 
summoning Luther to appear at Worms, within 
twenty-one days, and promising him protection. The 
pope's agenta, impatient to draw down a censure on 
Luther, procured an edict from Charles, dated 7th of 
March, directing that his books should be submitted 
to the inspection of the magistrates. But the college 
of the empire interfered, and made a respectful re- 
monstrance against taking such a measure before 
Luther had been heard. 
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Spaktiii sent Luther information that lie would 
be summoned to Worms, only to recant certain 
articles, to which information Luther replied, " I 
have received the articles, dear Spalatin, which I 
am to recant, along with others, which are pre- 
scribed to me, as rules for ray conduct and behavi- 
our. But do not imafpue I will recant anything, 
for I see perfectly well, that the Papists have no 
other foundation on which to rest their attacks 
against me, than that I have written against the 
abuses and ceremonies, which they have invented 
and brought into the Church. If therefore, the 
Emperor Charles saya, I am to appear only in order 
to recant.I will notcome at all, for it would have the 
appearance as if I had been already out of the 
church and now wanted to come iu ; but I could as 
easily recant lierc if that were all. Should, on the 
other hand, his Imperial Majesty demand me, 
that I may be killed as an enemy to the empire, on 
accotmt of this, my reply is, I will readily obey, for 
I have no intention of fleeing or leaving the world 
in danger, but will confess it unto death, in as far 
as Christ stands graciously by me ! I feel however, 
persuaded, that the bloodhotmds will not rest until 
they have procured my execution. Gladly would I, 
were it in my power, prevent any one staining ■ 
themselves with my blood besides the Papists. 
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Oh ! we are become as complete heathens as 
before Christ's appearance, so entirely has the 
cunning antichrist contrived to fetter the kingdom 
of this world, during the centuries of his rule ! 
The Lord's ^vill be done ! and yet advise any that 
will hear advice, not to participate in the impious 
councils of the ungodly," However, the style of 
the emperor's summons, dated the 6th of March, 
was Buch as Luther had no hesitation in 
complying with. It was directed " To the honor- 
able, beloved) devout Dr. Meurtin Luther, of the 
order of St. Augustine." 

On Luther agreeing to obey the summons, he 
was provided with a covered wa^on and com- 
menced his journey on the begiiming of April, 
and was accompanied by his friends lodocus, 
Amsdorff, and Saurenius, and his counsel Jerome 
Schurff, Anxious to circulate his opinions, he 
preached several times during his journey. A good 
priest of Naumburg sent him the picture of thg 
pious christian Savanavola (who vpas burned aa a 
heretic in 1498,) admonishing him at the same time 
to sustain the truth, he acknowledged mth " un- 
shrinking foot," for his God would again stand by 
and support him. Wten it was prophesied to him, 
he would be burnt to ashes like Huss, he replied, 
" K they were to make a fire between Wittcmberg 
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and Worms, ivhicli would reach to the heaveus, I 
would still appear in the uame of the Lord, and 
enter the jaws of Behemoth, and treading between 
his great teeth, confess Christ, and leave him to do 
all his pleasure." 

Wherever he arrived, he had the gratification of 
receiving marks of diatiuguished attention. The 
inhabitants of Erfurt, on hearing of his approach, 
came out in a body to meet him. The fatigue of 
the journey, joined by anxiety of mind, had pro- 
duced a considerable 'degree of illness. 

On arriving at Frankfort, he wrote to Spalatin, 
" I have been indisposed ever since I left Eisenach, 
nor am I yet rscovered. The mandate of Charles 
was issued, I tmderstand, to aflright me ; but 
Christ is alive, and I shall enter Womis in spite of 
the gates of hell and the powers of the air. I am 
determined to meet Satan and to stiike him with 
terror." 

On reaching Oppeulieim, he found letters firom 
several friends, and one from Spalatin liimself, dis- 
suading him from proceeding to Worms, It waar 
then that he made this resolute remark ; " Tq' 
Worms I will go, were there as many devils therai 
as tiles on the houses." 

On the 16th of April, he reached Woims, attired, 
in his friar's cowl, seated in an open chariot, and 
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singing the hj-ran, " Our God is a strong citadel," 
and preceded by the emperor's herald on horse- 
back in his oSicial dress. Many of the nobility 
went to meet him. He entered the city at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, and more than two thousand 
people accompanied him to his lodgings, which 
was the house of the Teutonic Knights, and near to 
that of the Elector of Saxony. On a%hting 
from the vehicle, he exclaimed, " God will be on 
my side !" 

The day after his arrival was appointed for his 
first hearir^. Before he went, he made the following 
prayer : " Almighty God, how strange and incon- 
sistent is this world ! How do the people rage and 
clamour, how small and mean is man's confidence 
in God, how weak and frail is the flesh, and how 
powerful and busy is the devil, by means of 
his apostles and worldly wise ones ! How soon 
does tlie world withdraw its hands and run headlong 
the broad and common road to ruin, whicli is the 
sinner's o'wn place ; regarding nothing but what 
is gorgeous and powerful, mighty and of great 
account. If I should turn my eyes on it, it were 
all over with mo, the die were already cast, and 
the judgment pronounced. But ah I God, my 
God, do thou stand by me against all this world's 
wisdom and philosophy. Do thou it, for thou 
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and Wonns, which would reach to the heavens, I 
would still appear in the name of the Lord, and 
enter the jaws of Behemoth, and treading between , 
his great teeth, confess Christ, and leave him to do 
all his pleasure." 

Wherever he arrived, he had the gratification of ' 
receiving marks of distinguished attention. The 
inhabitants of Erfurt, on hearing of his approach, 
came out in a body to meet him. The fatigue of 
the journey, joined by anxiety of mind, had pro- 
duced a considerable degree of illness. 

On arriving at Frankfort, he wrote to Spalatin, 
"I have been indisposed ever since I left Eisenach, J 
nor am I yet recovered. The mandate of Charles j 
was issued, I understand, to affright me ; but j 
Christ is ahve, and I shall enter Worms in spite of "I 
the gates of hell and the powers of the air. I am I 
determined to meet Satan and to strike him with ] 
terror." 

On reaching Oppenlieim, he found letters &C1111 J 
several friends, and one from Spalatin himself, difl- I 
suading him from proceeding to Worms. It 1 
then that he made this resolute remark : " 
Worms I will go, ivere there as many devils i 
as tQea on the houses." 

On the 16th of April, he reached Worms, attii 
in his friar's cowl, seated in an open chariot, ancti 
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alone canst, and indeed it is not my cause buf 
thine ! In respect of myself, I have nothing t 
do mth the potentates of the earth, and wouh 
willingly have good and quiet days and be left i 
peace. But thino, O Lord, is this righteous am 
everlasting cause. Stand by me, oh thou faithful 
eternal God ! I put not my trust in man. It i 
useless and vain, for all flesh is but a broken reediJ 
Oh God ! oh God ! hearest thou not, oh my God 
Art thou dead ? No ! Thou canst not die ! ThoU 
but hidest thyself. Hast thou not chosen me i 
this, as I feel and know, for never in my life di 
I think to stand agaii^t such mighty men, neithe 
have I plaimed it ; well then, my God, help i 
in the name of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, w 
shall be my shield and defence, yea my strooj 
tower, through the power and the might of th 
Holy Spirit, Lord, where tamest thou ? M 
God, where art thou ? Come ! come I I ai 
ready to yield my life as a lamb to the slaughte 
For the cause is righteous, it is thine, also, and a 
I will not separate myself from thee to all eternit] 
So be it then in thy name. The world may " 
leave my conscience free, yet were it full of devil 
and should my body, which is thy handy work, \ 
destroyed and hewn in pieces, still if thy word ■ 
with me, they can only kill the body ; the soul ) 
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thine, and will recuvii to thcc to abide with thee 
for ever. Amen 1 May God help me. Amen !" 

The Diet met in full form; and heeide the 
emperoi and all the electors, there were present- 
first, Aleander, the Pope's nuncio, who was 
charged with delivering and maintaining the accu- 
sations against Luther ; second, John Eckius (not 
Eckius, the Leipsic disputant,) who was the em- 
peror's speaker ; and thirdly, Jerome Schurff, 
Luther's advocate. There were also present the 
Duke George of Saxony, the Archbishop of Triers, 
together with a host of ecclesiastics from Eomc. 

At four o'clock, Luther, accompanied by the 
marshal of the empire, and the imperial herald, 
proceeded to the hall where the Diet was assembled ; 
but owing to the immense concourse of people 
assembled, he was conducted through a garden 
and by back stairs into the hall. As he was about 
to enter, the celebrated German commander, 
George Von Freundsberg, clapped him on the 
shoulder, saying, " Monk ! Monk ! thou takesl 
now a step and raakest a stand, such as neither I 
nor many a general ever did in our most serious 
engagements; if thou art assured that thy opinions 
are right and thy cause just, then go on in the 
name of God, and be of good cheer. He >Till never 
forsake thee." 
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John Eckius opened the business by asking J 
Luther, " Whether he owned those books that j 
bore his name 1 and whether he would retract ta \ 
maintain what was contained in them?" Luthet ' 
repHed, " That as the point in debate was of the 
highest consequence, he desired time to give in 
a proper reply, without prejudice of the word of 
God, or of his own soul." The emperor granted 
him one day to consider the matter. While as he i 
returned from the Diet, his friends ou all hands I 
advised and exhorted liim, " Not to fear those who I 
coidd kill the body," and " When thou art before ' 
kings, think not what thou shalt speak, for it shall 
be given unto thee in that hour."* 

At four o'clock on the 18th, he was again 
fetched, but was obhged to wait outside the coun- 
cil chamber, amid a great multitude of people, 
until six o'clock, when all the torches were lighted J 
in the hall of assembly. When the questional 
were proposed, as before, Luther repHed, " ThafeJ 
the books were written by him, saving what mightl 
be interpolated or added by designing men." Hel 
acknowledged his genuine writings. He prot^stedl 
that all he had written, was with a view to I 
glory of God, and the instruction of the faitt 
But desired the assembly to consider, that 1 
books were of three kinds ; that in some he treate 
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piety and morality, in such a plain manner, that 
his adversaries acknowledged, they were profitable 
and worthy to be read by all christians ; that in 
others he had written against popery, which he 
could by no means retract, as by so doing he 
should give force to those errors and abuses whicli 
had too much defiled the christian world ; and the 
third sort he had written were against those persons 
who had opposed the truths which he taught. " In 
these, I confess," said he, " I have sometimes been 
more severe than I ought. For I do not profess 
myself a saint, nor do I now dispute concerning 
my oivn life, but concerning the doctrine of Christ. 
As I am a man, I may err, and therefore declare, 
that if any man will convince me of any error by 
the Holy Scriptures, I am ready to revoke it and 
bum my writings." Upon which, Eckius passion- 
ately said, that he had not answered the ques- 
tion, and insisted that he should give a plain and 
direct answer, whether he would retract or 
not. Luther replied, that he was not obliged 
to believe the pope nor his councils, because they 
erred in many things and contradicted themselves ; 
that his belief was so far settled by the testa of 
Scripture, and his conscience engaged by the 
word of God, that he neither could nor would 
retract anything, and concluded with these words, 
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" Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise ; God help 
me. Amen !" 

Another attempt being made to induce >»iTn to 
retract, he besought the emperor not to urge him, 
as he could only say the same that he had said 
before. 

On his way home, he was jeered by the Span- 
iards ; but old DuJie Eric of Brunswick, sent him 
a silver cup filled with Eimbeck beer, and desired 
him to refresh himself with it. 

When Frederic of Saxony had retired to his bed 
chamber, he expressed his delight at the piety, con- 
fidence, and ability of Luther, to Spalatin, exclaim- 
ing, " how excellently did Father Martin speak 
before the emperor and the imperial orders ! he 
was BuiEciently, if not too, animated." 

On the next day, April the 19th, the Emperor 
Charles caused a sort of pre-judgment of Luther's 
case, written with his own hand, to be read, which 
denounced him as a notorious heretic. This indis- 
creet measure produced, however, little efi'ect; 
for the Diet continued in disctxssion, and at length 
resolved to give the heretic a few days' longer delay, 
that such of the princes as pleased, might endea- 
vour to persuade him to recant ; and if they suc- 
ceeded, Charles promised to procure his pardon 
from the Pontiff. 
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Accordingly on the 34th and 25th of April, 
incredible pains were taken by the princes, electors, 
and deputies of various orders, to shake the reso- 
lution of the Reformer. 

Lastly, he was called before the Diet, when the 
Elector of Brandenberg demanded, whether he still 
persisted in not giving way, unless convinced by 
the Holy Scriptures. " Yes, most kind and gentle 
sir," replied Luther ; " or by very clear and ardent 
reasons." He was finally dismissed as an incorri- 
gible heretic, and a safe conduct given him for 
twenty-one days. " As it pleased God," said 
he, " so it is come to pass. My i\-ish is for nothing 
but a reformation by means of the Scriptures. In 
other respects I am ready to suffer anything for 
the EmperoT, or the empire ; life or death, good or 
evil report — reserving nothing for myself but the 
freedom of confessing and bearing witness fot the 
wgrd of God." 

The Elector of Saxony had not stood forward as 
his avowed patron and defender in the Diet, and 
in tliis he acted wisely ; he had merely insisted 
that impartial justice should be exercised, and that 
he should not be condemned unheard and uncon- 
victed. But he now feared for his safety, and was 
determined to secure it. 

On his journey home, Luther was seized while 
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travelling along the skirt of the Thuringian Forest, ^ 
near the river Werra, and not far from the village 1 
of Schweina, by the order of the Elector, by 
men in masks, who rushed forward on the road. , 
They accomplished their commiBBion without vio- 
lence, and carried him hack through the forest to 1 
the castle of Wartburg or. Wartembiu^. 
castle is situated on the highest mountains i 
Eisena<?h, and is remarkable for its commandi 
and exteuBivc prospects. It had been, in t 
times, a residence of the Landegraves of ThuringioJ 

Here Luther found it necessary to remain a con-"! 
siderable time in a state of friendly confinement, 
The subsequent proceedings of the Diet were such J 
as to show the expediency of this step, extraordi- j 
nary as it appeared. 

After some delay, incurred probably for the pur- ] 
pose of taking advantage of the departure of | 
Luther's principle friends from the Diet, an im- 
perial edict was issued, which declared him a 
schismatic and heretic, and put him under the ban 
of the empire, and empowering every one to seize 
upon the persons and property of him and all his 
adherents. Tliis edict was not pubhshed until the 
'26th of May, although dated, for the sake of appear-J 
ing an act of the Diet at large, so far back i 
8th of May. 
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Luther's compulsory inactiTity in the aolitaiy 
castle of Wartburg, situated amid high and wild 
stenery, presents much that is worthy of note, as 
well as highly characteristic of the man. He wrote 
to Spalatin, as follows: " I am much afraid and 
feel great qualms of conscience, lest I may have 
been yielding too much to your council, and that of 
other friends, and have quenched my spirit at 
Worms, and not suiEciently acted the part of Ehjah 
in the presence of those idols. But they shall 
hear something in a different style if I ever stand 
before them again." 

To Melancthon, he wrote, " I would sooner, for 
the honor of God, and the strengthening of my 
own faith, as well as that of others, lie in red hot 
coals, than to remain here a half-living putrifying 
carcass. Pray for me, that my flight, to which I 
most unwillingly consented, may turn out to the 
increased glory of God. I wish much to know 
what you think of it. I am uneasy lest it should 
have the appearance of my running from the field 
of battle ; but there was no possibility of resisting 
the counsels and persuasions of my kind friends ; 
although my own eager desire would have been to 
rush to meet the fury of the enemy." 

This placeof retreat he called his " Patmos," and 

many tracts were issued from this asylum, which 
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were of much sei-vice towards promoting this 
noble work. 

On Auricular Confession, the people, he said, so 
far from being benefitted were corrupted by it,and 
its chief use was to feed the ascendancy and luxury 
of the clergy. 

His next publication was a short practical work, 
consisting of notes ou the Evangehst, the merit of 
which was acknowledged even by his enemies. 

He composed an address to the students of the 
university of Erfurt ; also liis celebrated work on 
" Monastic Vows." Here lie expressed himself 
with gieat freedom on this fictitious and unnatural 
institution. This treatise was dedicated to his 
father as a tribute of filial affection. 

Another production of great boldness, was a 
letter addressed on the 25th of November, to 
Albert, Archbishop of Mentz. The reply of this 
dignitary was by no means so severe as might have 
been expected from Luther's confident tone. — 
Albert was too cool a politician to quarrel with 
the Reformer, and seemed to discover a wish to 
tranquillize and flatter him. 

Tired of inactivity and anxious to see his friends 
and obtain personal knowledge of their affairs, he 
quitted his retreat, without asking the Elector's 
permission, and repaired to Wittemberg. There he 
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as 



found the glorious work of innovation advancing 
with a rapidity equal to his utmost expectations. 

A petition was prepared for the entire abrogation 
of mass throughout the Elector's dominions, lodo- 
cus, (or as he afterwards chose to call himself, Jus- 
tus Jonas,) Cailstadt, and 3Ielancthon, were in the 
number of petitioners. Henry the \ Illth of 
England now wrote against him ; and Luther 
replied and shewed more acrimony than usual, 
and dipt his pen deeper in gall, for it seemed to be 
the character of Luther to grapple more fiercely 
at those of higher ranks than with the poor clergy. 

The Pope honored Henry ivith the title of 
" Defender of the Faith," for his good endeavours 
to overthrow the cause of the Reformation. 

Pope Adrian, who was a man of severe life, suc- 
ceeded Leo, whodiedon the 1st or 2nd of December. 
The suddenness of the occurrence, and the multi- 
plied intrigues of the court of Rome, had given rise 
to a suspicion of poison. He sent his nuncio to 
another Diet, summoned at Nuremberg in 1522, 
and ordered him to declare that, " if the pes- 
tiferous canker (meaning Luther's doctrines) could 
not be cured with gentle medicines, sharper salves 
must be used. The putrified members must be cut 
off, lest the sound parts should be infected." At the 
same time the nuncio was commissioned to add. 
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that " God suffered this persecution, to be inflicted 
upon his church, for the sins of men, especially of 
priests and prelatfis ;" reflections which the Car- 
dinals in the assembly strongly resented, and which 
ia suspected of shortening the life of Adrian, 

Luther, after a short absence, returned to the 
castle of Wartburg, and began to devote himself to 
a labour of great importance. This was the trans- 
lation of the Seripttircs, and the seclusion of his 
present residence was favourable to the commence- 
ment of its execution, and his translation received 
the highest encomiums for its accuracy and nervous 
simplicity. 

In the meantime imminent danger impended 
over the cause of reform. The Emperor Charles 
Vth was in Spain ; and the regency vrhich governed 
the empire in his absence, was decidedly hostile, 
and persecution was sanctioned by a v-igorous edict 
published at Nuremberg. Carlstadt and others in 
Wittemherg were guilty of extravagance, which 
did much injury. These things Luther considered 
a loud call to leave his retirement ; therefore, 
addressing the following letter to the Elector, who 
he knew would not yet give his consent, he left on 
the 3rd of March, 1522 : " I am almost in despair 
at what has taken place at Wittemberg. My 
former sufferings were child's play compared to 
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this alarm, which is calculated to throw reproach 
on the gospel itself. My great source of confidence 
is in the consciousnesa of an upright life ; and if 
you are not convinced of that, I am willing to he 
denounced by you. My gospel proceeds not from 
man, but from the Lord Jesus ; and I shall hence- 
forth call myself a servant of Christ, and an evan- 
gelist. That I might attract others to the right 
point, I have pubhshed such knowledge as I pos- 
sess ; but my strain of communication has been 
too humble. Now, however, when I see that my 
moderation tends to impede the progress of the 
goapel, I am unwilling to yield any longer, even 
to please the prince. I ventured to enter Worms, 
ivithout dreading innumerable devils ; and since 
Duke George is not equal in power to one de^^l, 
the faithful have cause to rejoice and to be courage- 
ous, for they have God the Father, on whom they 
can call. The wrath of the Duke shoxdd be 
scorned; and for my pajrt, I am resolved, were it 
necessary, to enter Leipsic, although the heavens 
should pour down, for nine days together, rulers of 
still greater cruelty. I write these tilings to your 
highness, that you may know that I return to 
Wittemberg, under a protection far more powerful 
than that of an Elector. The aword is not wanted 
to defend my cause, for God will take it into his 
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own hands. Your highness's faith is weak, and 1 1 
cannot think of relying on it for my defence. Yon J 
wish to know what you should do and say ; you 
have done less than became you. I reply, that 
you have nothing to do, and have already done too 
much. It is contrary to the will of God, that your 
highness or I should have recourse to act in the 
defence of my cause. If you put belief in these 
things, you will be saved ; if not, I at least be- 
lieve them, and must permit your incredulity to be 
a source of vexation to you. Since I decline obey- 
ing you, you are not to blame if I be apprehended i 
and put to death. I have no wish to oppose force 
to the Emperor, that the world may see that he haa j 
the power of treating the persons and property of 
your subjects as he pleases You cannot be asked ( 
to act the part of an executioner to me. Were 
that to be required, and I to be made acquainted i 
with the situation in which it placed your highn< 
I should take care (you may believe it or not) tl 
on my accoimt you should be safe and uninju] 
in body, soul, and property." 

The Elector seems to have pardoned this singu- I 
lar freedom which Luther took; and his return to'. ] 
Witt«mberg, gave great joy to the learned and ths 
unlearned ; he lost no time in expressing liis senti- 
ments upon what had occurred during his i 
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"About this time, he wrote to the Bohemians ; he 
heard that they were beginning to waver in their 
favourable disposition towards the new creed, in 
consequence of the divisions arising among its 
followers. He argued strongly that to return to 
the Church of Rome, was not the way to escape 
the evils of dissension, since no communion was 
more distracted by multiphcity of schisms. 

On the 14th of September, 1523, Adrian paid 
the debt of all nature, and this as usual gave 
strong contentions in the conclave. At last, JuUus 
of Mendicis was elected, and assumed the name 
of Clement the Vllth. Another Diet was con- 
vened at Nuremberg, and every effort made to 
crush the work of the Almighty. 

Still more effectually to accomplish this end, 
Campeggio collected together the warm Itiends of 
the Roman Catholic system at Ratisbon, who 
bound themselves most solemnly to use every pos- 
sible means to prop up the tottering system ; but 
nothing further was done but to carry into effect 
the edict of Worms. God converted their schemes 
into folly, for this disunited the German princes ; 
a convention of tliose who favoured Lutheranism, 
and who were tired of the Papal yoke, was held at 
Spires, and it was agreed to the rejecting of the 
edict of Worms. 
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Erasmus had long been solicited by the Papists to ' 
use his pen againstLuther, but his caution would not 
suffer him to speak out, or he seems to liave had no 
better opinion of the C'hurch of Rome than Luther. 
He wished, however, for more moderate measures, 
not considering, that the times would by no means 
admit of such moderation. At length he entered 
into the controversy too politic to deny the neces- 
sity of reform ; he coniined himself to an attempt 
at shaking Luther's high reputation by questioning 
his accuracy in speculative points. The topic he 
chose was free wilt, which was published in 
September, 1524, wherein what he offered con- 
cluded as strongly against some of the Catholic 
writers as against Luther ; for we find his writ- 
ing to England, a day or two after the pubhcation, 
" that he was afraid of a tumult, or being stoned 
by the people." He shewed herein great address 
and sagacity. Luther answered bis book, and the 
controversy was kept up for some time. 

IjUther was no stranger to the merits of Erasmus, 
as the following letter to liim shews : " Grace 
and peace to you from the Lord Jeeus. I shall 
not complain of you for having behaved yourself 
as a man estranged fr^m us to keep fair with the 
papists. Nor was I much offended, that in youz 
printed books, to gain their favour or to 5ofl,eii 
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their rage ; you have censured us with too gipat 
acrimomy. We saw that the Lord had not con- 
ferred upon you the discernment^ the. courage and 
resolution to join us, and freely and openly to 
oppose those monsters; and therefore, we dared 
not to expect from you that which greatly sur- 
passed your strength and capacity. We have 
borne with your weakness, and honored that part 
of the gift of God which is in you." 

Luther also writes to a friend concerning Eras- 
mus : *^ Grace and peace in Christ. I received 
your last letter gladly, my excellent friend, because 
I believe you wish well to, and are concerned for, 
the state of the christian cause. And I wish and 
pray, that the Lord would perfect that which he 
hath begun in you. I am grieved at hearing, that 
among you also this cruel persecution is carried on 
against Christ. But it will come to this — either 
that the cruel tyrant will change the ftiry of his own 
accord, or you will change it for him, 4 and that 
shortly. Concerning predestination, I knew long 
ago, that Mosellanus agrees with Erasmus ; for he 
is an Erasmian altc^ther. My fixed opinion is, 
however, that Erasmus knows less about predesti- 
nation (or rather pretends to know) than even the 
schools of the sophists have known. Nor have I 
any need to fear a fidl, while I maintain my senti- 

G 



62 LIFE OF LUTHER. 

ments unchanged. Erasmus is not to be dreaded 
on this pointy nor indeed on any essential point of 
Christianity. Truth is more powerful than elo- 
quence; the Spirit is far above human talent; 
flesh is beyond all erudition ; and as Paul saitb, 
* The foolishness of God is wiser than men !' 
The eloquence of Cicero, was often overthrown by 
inferior eloquence, in the discussion of public 
causes. Julian, was more eloquent than Augustine. 
In a word, the victory is in the hands of child- 
speaking truth, not in the hands of lying eloquence ! 
As it is written, * Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained strength, that thou 
ttiightest still the enemy and avenger.' I wdll 
not provoke Erasmus, nor will I even, when pro- 
voked once or twice, return the blow. And yet I 
do not think he shows his wisdom, in directing the 
powers of his eloquence against me ; for I fear 
he will not find in Luther a Faber of Picardy, nor 
be able te exult over me, as he does on him, when 
he says, * All congratulate me upon my victory 
over the Gaul.' But, however, if he will enter the 
lists with me, he shall find that Christ fears neither 
tbe powers of the air, nor the gates of hell. And 
I, a most weak-tongued babe, will meet the all- 
eloquent Erasmus with confidence, caring nothing 
for his authority, his name, or his reputation. I 
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know well what is man ; seeing that, I am well 
acquainted with the thoughts of Satan ; though I 
expect he will daily manifest more and more that 
disposition towards me, which he fosters in his 
heart. I express myself thus plainly, that you 
might have no fear or concern on my account, nor 
be frightened at the great and dwelling words of 
others. I wish you to salute Mosellanus, in my 
name, for I am not, therefore, ill effected to- 
wards him, because he leans to the side of Erasmus, 
rather than to mine. Nay, tell hin^ to stand by 
Erasmus firmly, for the time will come, when he 
will think otherwise. In the meantime, the weak- 
ness of an excellent heart is to be borne with. — 
And may you also prosper in the Lord !" 

To another friend, he thus writes : ** Grace 
and peace in Christ. I thank you, my excellent 
friend, that you give me so candidly your opinion 
on my book. I care not at all that the Papists are 
offended. I did not write on their accoimt, for 
they are not wbrth my writing or speaking in con- 
sideration of them any more. Grod has given 
them up to a reprobate mind ; so that they even 
fight against that, which they know to be the 
truth, I have confessed Christ before this wicked 
and adulterous generation ; and I doubt not but 
that he will also confess me before the Father and 
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the holy angels. My life is set upon a candle- 
stidt ! Let him that seeth it, see it more closely 
still; let him that is blind, be blinder still; let 
him that is just, be juster still ; let him that is 
filthy, be filthier still, — their blood he upon them- 
selves ; — I am clean from their blood ! I have 
declared to the unrighteous, his UHiighleousness, 
and he mil not be converted ; let him, thcrefcFre, 
die in his sins. There is no need that I should 
write, or care to write on their account any 
further. Before my time, it required a great to do, 
an enormous expense, to canonize a dead monk ; 
but now, there is no easier way for canonizing even 
living Neros and Caligulas, thau the declaration 
of hatred against Luther. Only let a man hate 
and bravely curse Luther ; and that immediately 
makes him a saint, equal almost to our Holy Lord. 
But who could ever believe that hatred against 
Luther would be attended with so much power 
and advantage ! It fills the coffers of very beg- 
gars ; nay, it introduces moles and bats to the 
favor of princes and of kings ; it procures preben- 
daries and dignities ; it pi'ocures bishoprics ; jt' 
procures the reputation of wisdom and of learnings 
to the most consummate asses ; it procures to petty 
teachers of grammar, the authority of T^-riting 
books ; nay, it procures the croivn of victory ancl 
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of glory, eternal in the heavens ! Nay, happy are 
all who hate Luther, for they obtain, by that one 
vUe and easy service, those great and mighty things, 
which none of the most excellent of men could 
ever obtain with all their wisdom and their virtues ; 
no, not even Christ himself, with all his own mi- 
racles, and the miracles of his apostles and all his 
saints ! Thus are the Scriptures fulfilled. ^ Blessed 
are ye who persecute Luther, for yours is the 
kingdom of heavep ! Blessed are ye who curse 
and say all manner of evil against Luther ; rejoice 
and be exceeding glad in that day, for great is your 
reward in heaven ; for so persecuted they the apos- 
tles, the holy bishops, John Huss, and others who 
were before Luther.' Wherefore, I feel more and 
more persuaded, that I shall act rightly by an- 
swering Erasmus no further ; but I will leave my 
testimony concerning him, even for his own sake, 
that he might hereafter be unburdened from that 
concern which, as he complains, is completely 
death to hiwi ; viz. 4;hat he is commonly called a 
Lutheran. But as Christ liveth, they do him a 
great injury who call him a Lutheran ; and I will 
defend him against his enemies ; for I can bear a 
true and faithful testimony, that he is no Lutheran, 
but Erasmus himself ! And if I could have my 
will, Erasmus should be exploded from our schools 

g2 
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altogether ; for if he be not pernicious, he is cer- 
tainly useless, because he, in truth discusses and 
teaches nothing. Nor is it at all advisable to accus- 
tom christian youth to the diction of Erasmus, for 
they will learn to speak and think of nothing with 
gravity and seriousness, but only to laugh at all 
men as babblers and vain talkers. In a word, 
they will leave nothing, but to play the fool \ 
And from this lenity and vanity, they will, by 
degrees, grow tired of religion, till at last they will 
abhor and profane it ! Let him be left to the 
Papists only, who are worthy of such an apostle, 
and whose lips relish his dainties ! May our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom according to my faith, Peter 
did not omit to call God, by whose power I know 
and am persuaded that I have often been delivered 
from death, and by faith in whom I have imder- 
taken and hitherto accomplished all these things 
which excite the wonder of even my enemies. 
May this said Jesus guard and deliver us imto the 
end, for he is the Lord our God ! To whom alone, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen." 

A portion of this year was passed by Luther in 
preparing for publication the translation of the 
Psalms into German verse ; he was assisted by 
8palatin, and another friend named Dolzy, and for 
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the composition of the tunes, he engaged a person 
of the name of John Walther. This version 
became extremely popular. 

In 1524 and 1525, the peasant war broke out 
and raged in Germany. These evils were attribu- 
ted to Lutheranism, though evidently of a civil 
nature. Luther acted with great confidence and 
constancy amidst all these perplexities, and his 
firmness and decision gave more courage to his 
friends. Frederic, the Elector of Saxony, long the 
secret, and latterly the open, fidend of Luther, died, 
and was succeeded by Prince John, sumamed the 
Good and the Constant. 

Prince John was not backward in avowing on 
whose side he was ; he took that of Luther, and 
the cause of reform prospered as much under him 
as it had done under Frederic. 

In the year 1523, Luther announced to Spalatin, 
the escape of nine nuns from their convent, ** Nine 
apostate nuns have come to me. Poor creatures 1 
they have been conducted hence by respectable citi- 
zens of Torgua. I pity them beyond measure, and 
equally so their captive sisters, who are every 
where going to destruction. The sex so weak in 
itself, and by God and nature so intimately asso- 
ciated with man, is with such monstrous cruelty, 
separated from society and ruined*. Oh ! shame 
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on ye, tyrannical, cruel parents and guardians of 
Germany ! But as for thee, O Pope, and ye. 
Bishops, who can declare the condemnation you 
have deserved ! Who can sufficiently execrate the 
blindness and madness which teach and promote 
such things ! Do you ask what I will do with 
these nuns ? In the first place, I will give inform- 
ation to their relations, that they may receive 
them back ; but if they refuse to receive them, I 
will take care that they find a shelter ; for of this 
I have already got the promise for some of them ; 
and others I will get married, if I can." 

In the year 1525, he resolved to enter the state 
of matrimony, with Catherina de Bora ; and he 
was married on the 27 th of June, and celebrated 
the joyful event by giving a wedding dinner to 
many of his friends. 

To Michael Stiefel, he writes : " Pray for me, 
my dear sir, that Go4 the Lord may graciously 
bless and sanctify my newly foimded order (wed- 
lock) ; for the philosophers, even of our own party, 
are much displeased at this step. They ought, 
however, to consider, that matrimony is the order 
of God ; but my wife's veil and my cowl, deprive 
them of their senses, and provoke them even to 
speak against God. K my marriage be God's 
work, what wonder is it that the world is displeased^ 



LIFB OF LUTHEK. 69 

I have not taken a wife, because 1 count upon a 
long life, for I feel that nature cannot much longer 
endure so much opposition, all of high and low 
estate, being so violently enraged against me ; but 
because I wished to support my doctrine by my 
own example, and leave it behind me, as a comfort 
to weak consciences." 

This step filled many of his enemies with exult- 
ation, and many of his friends with timidity. 
Marriage soon afterwards became a recommenda- 
tion amongst the reformed; and if a converted 
minister did not marry, he caused a suspicion that 
he had not renounced the doctrine of ceUbacy. 

Luther was persuaded to write a letter of apo- 
logy to Henry the Vlllth, for the rough manner 
in which he had answered him in his reply ; but 
Henry repUed to him in such haught^ terms, 
that Luther, who had a spirit equally lofty, declared 
publicly, that he was sorry he had demeaned him- 
self so far. 

The disturbances in Germany daily increased ; 
another Diet was held at Spires in 1526 ; but no- 
thing was determined upon. The emperor was 
engaged in a war with the Pope. However, in 
1529, another assembly was summoned at Spires. 
The papists insisted that the ban should be execu- 
ted against the Lutherans, which was opposed by 
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the Electors of Saxony and Brandenburg, the 
Duke of Lunemberg, the Landgrave of Hesse, and 
the Prince of Anhalt, who declared for a council, 
either general or national; but the Komanists 
prevailed. Upon which the Lutheran princes and 
fourteen cities joined in a formal protest, whereby 
they appealed from all that should be done, to the 
Emperor, a future council, or unsuspected judges ; 
and accordingly they sent proper deputies to the 
Emperor, This was the protestation which gave 
the name of "Protestants" to the Lutherans in Gter- 
many. 

The Protestants acted with so much steadiness 
and resolution, that the Emperor was much startled 
at it, and determined to use moderation for the 
present. He appointed another Diet to be held at 
Augsburg, and accordingly it was opened in 
June 1530. 

It was given out that the Emperor would tread- 
the Lutherans under bis feet, which made the pro- 
teetant princes incline to meet him in arms. But 
Luther earnestly dissuaded them, and by his elo- 
quence and endeavours, prevailed upon them to 
pursue pacific measures. The princes appointed 
Luther, Melancthon, and other divines, to draw 
up their form of doctrine to lay before the Diet. 

Luther was not suffered to appear on account 
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of danger being apprehended ; but was kept in the 
Castle of Coburg, in Franconia, which was at a 
convenient distance, to be consulted by his Mends 
on any emergency. 

The Protestant princes requested that this form 
of doctrine or confession of their faith, afterwards 
called " the Augsburg Confession," might be read 
in a fiill Diet. This was revised ; but the Empe- 
ror allowed them to read it in his presence, before 
a special assembly of princes and others. The 
Romanists agreed to draw up a confutation of it ; 
they examined it step by step, — ^rejoiners were 
made, but to no effect. The Diet broke up, and 
the princes returned home without any probability 
of accommodation. 

The Emperor procured a decree in the Diet, 
allowing the protestant princes till the 15th of 
April following, to consult about their submission. 
But they remained stedfast to their principles ; and 
the Emperor, in November, published the decree of 
the Diet, which otdered, that no alteration or 
innovations should be made in the faith or religious 
worship of the Church ; and that none should be 
admitted to the imperial chamber, who disobeyed 
the decree. Luther during this period was not 
idle, he wrote many useful works, and shewed his 
pastoral zeal by attending his people at Wittem- 
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berg, when the plague raged severely amongst' 
them. 

His letters to the Elector and to Melancthon, 
written about this time, are strong evidences of the 
greatness of his mind ; his detestation of war, 
and of his strong reliance upon God, for a want 
of which he often upbraids his v less hardy but 
most valuable friend Melancthon. 

Upon the death of Pope Clement VII, his suc- 
cessor, Paul III., sent Vergerio, his nuncio into 
Germany, to make arrangements for caUing a 
council. Vergerio arrived at Wittemberg, on 
the evening of November 6th, 1535, with a splen- 
did retinue, and was conducted to the castle, with 
all due honor, by the provincial governor. 

The next morning, Luther sent for his barber at 
an early hour, and told him he was simmioned to 
attend the nuncio of his holiness the Pope ; and 
he wished by no means to go in dishabille, for 
he desired to look young, that his enemies might 
think that he had a long time yet to live. He 
then put on his best suit, and a golden ornament 
(a present from the Elector,) about his neck, and 
remarked, " This is the way in which we must 
deal with these foxes and serpents." Then getting 
into a chariot which had been sent for him from 
the castle, accompanied by Bugenhagius, he said. 
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"Here go the Pope of Germany and Cardinal 
Pomeranus !" Being introduced, he conversed 
with the nuncio, among other things, on the sub- 
ject of the council. He said it was not seriously 
proposed ; the Pope did but play with them ; and 
if it were held, it would busy itself only about 
trifles, such as tonsures and vestments, and not 
upon faith and justification, and bringing Chris- 
tians to the unity of the Spirit and of doctrine ; 
for this would not suit their purpose. He added, 
that he and his fidends felt such assurance of what 
they believed, as not to need the determination of 
a council, though others might do it, who groaned 
under the oppression of men who did not them- 
selves know what they believed. " But," said he, 
" call your council ; God willing, I will attend it, 
though I should be burned by it." Vergerio asked 
where he would have it held. "Where you 
please," he replied; "at Mantua, at Padua, at 
Florence, or any where else." Vergerio asked, 
" Are you willing it should be at Bologna?" He 
inquired to whom that city then belonged ; and, 
on being told, " To the Pope," he exclaimed, " Has 
the Pope seized that place too ! Well, I will go 
even thither." 

The nuncio, in a courtier-like manner, said 
something of the Pope's visiting Wittemberg. " Let 
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him come,*' said Luther, " we shall be glad to see 
him." " But," said Vergerio, ^^ would you have 
him come with an army, or imattended?" ^^As 
he pleases," replied Luther ; " we shall be ready 
for him either way." The nimcio then inquired 
whether the ministers in Saxony were consecrated. 
Luther replied, " Certainly : as the Pope will not 
consecrate them for us, here sits a bishop" (point- 
ing to Pomeranus) " whom we have consecrated." 
Much more conversation passed between them, in 
which Luther fully explained his views with the 
utmost freedom. On taking leave, Vergerio said^ 
" See that you be ready for the council." " I will 
come," replied Luther, "with my life in my 
hand." After which many efforts were made, and 
much disputing passed, on both sides, but no ac- 
comm odation took place. 

The Protestant princes, determined to support 
their cause in 1530 ; and in 1535 made and renewed 
their solemn league at Smalcald. Luther's trans- 
lation of the Bible was put to press, and com- 
pletely finished in 1535. Erasmus died in 1536. 

The young elector of Saxony, the son of John, 
wished for a more concise and shorter summary of 
the Protestant creed than the Augsburg confession. 
This was accordingly drawn up by Luther, assisted 
by Amsdorff, Agricola, and Spalatin ; and it has 
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been generally known under the title of " Articles 
of Smalcald." 

Luther began now to feel the decay of na- 
ture^ and was much afflicted with the stone^ 
insomuch that he was led to think of death with 
great seriousness; and accordingly wrote several 
pieces upon the subject. In 1542 he made his will. 
In 1545 he began to exhibit strong symptoms of 
decay^ and the attacks of his complaint became 
more frequent and severe. His enemies^ impati- 
ent for his deaths would not allow even time for his 
paying the debt of nature^ for they published 
an account of his death and funeral: however^ 
Luther lived long enough to publish a contra- 
diction. 

Unfortunately the evening of Luther's day 
was clouded by an altercation with the lawyers, 
on the subject of clandestine marriages. So 
strong was the effect of this accimiulation of 
chagrin, that Luther lost his attachment to 
his favorite city Wittemberg ; and left it, in the 
month of July, apparently determined never to re- 
turn. The Elector of Saxony was obliged to inter- 
fere, and to entreat him, in the name of himself^ 
and thatof the inhabitants of Wittemberg, by whom 
he was generally beloved, to return. He promised 
that, whatsoever had given him offence, should be 
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corrected. Luther yielded to his cordial solicita- 
tions, and consented to resume once more his re- 
sidence at Wittemberg. On the 23rd of January, 
1646, Luther left Wittemberg for Eisleben, his 
native place, and from thence he never re^ 
turned. There were some disputes between the 
Counts of Mansfeld, respecting some mines and 
turf lands. This disagreement had been for some 
time ; and Luther had given his promise the pre- 
ceding year, with these words, ** Although I have 
much business on my hands, yet I feel that it is 
necessary to give a few days to this affair, that I 
may peacefully lie down in my grave after having 
seen my beloved princes reconciled." 

At Halle, where he was detained three days on 
account of the high water, his life was endan- 
gered in crossing the river in a small boat. He was 
accompanied by his three sons, and Jonas, a cler- 
gyman at Halle. He turned to the latter, saying, 
f^Deax Dr. Jonas, would it not be a great tri- 
umph of Satan were you and I, with my children, 
to perish in the flood ?" He was very ill during 
the journey. He attended to the business, upon 
which he came, from the 29th of January to the 
17th of February, and preached four times, 
ordained two pastors, and twice administered the 
sacrament. On the evening of the 17th his pains 
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increased ; he remained in his chamber, sometimes 
reposing on his couch, and then walking to and 
fro, praying from time to time, and occasionally 
speaking with his friends. He remarked, *^ I was 
bom and baptized in Eisleben, and what if I 
should remain here." He repaired to supper in 
the parlour. He took some refreshment, and ap- 
peared very cheerftil ; but complained, after sup- 
per, of so much pain, that he was rubbed with 
warm clothes. Duke Albrecht came and admi- 
nistered some medicine to him himself. At ten 
o*clock he went to bed, and slept nicely till about 
one o'clock, when he awoke Dr. Jonas by saying, 
" Oh, merciftil God ! I feel very ill ; my breathing 
is very difficult. Oh, I shall remain in Eisleben." 
His sons and other friends, with the Count and 
Countess Albrecht, now surrounded his bed. Dr. 
Jonas thought that a proper perspiration, which 
came over him, would give relief; but Luther an- 
swered, ^^ No, it is the cold damp of death ; if the 
pain increases I must die." He prayed frequently, 
and cried three times, " Lord ! into thy hands I 
commit my spirit, for thou hast redeemed me, O 
God, of truth! Oh, my heavenly Father, the 
God and Father of my Lord Jesus Christ, the God 
of all comfort, I give thee thanks, that thou hast 
revealed thy Son Jesus Christ to me, in whom I 
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have believed, whom I have confessed, whom I 
have loved, whom I have honoured, whom the 
Pope of Rome and all his impious multitude per- 
secute and reproach ; Thee, thee my beloved Jesus^ 
I earnestly entreat to receive my poor soul ! My 
heavenly Father, though I am torn from this life^ 
though this body of mine must be laid down in 
the grave, yet I know for a certainty that I shall 
abide with thee eternally; nor can I ever be 
plucked out of thy hands." 

After which he lay silent, and spoke not, save 
that when some of his particular friends asked 
him, " Whether he could die with firm confidence 
in Christ, and the doctrines which he taught ?*' 
He replied, with a clear voice, " Yes, verily." 

After turning himself on his left side, he dosed 
about a quarter of an hour, when he breathed a 
deep and gentle sigh, and was in the arms of 
his Creator, where peace and joy was reserved jEm: 
him for ever more. Thus died this great man, in 
the sixty-third year of his age, leaving behind him 
a widow, three sons and two daughters. 

The Elector and all his friends much lamented 
his death ; and the former requested the Counts 
of Mansfeld to permit • the body to be brought 
away, and buried in the church of All Saints at 
Wittemberg. 
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The following account of the funeral is given in 
Bowel's Life : " The day after his death, 19th of 
February, at two o'clock in the afternoon, the 
body was brought with great solemnity into the 
church of St, Andrew, the largest at Eialeben. — 
It was attended by the Prince of Anhalt, the 
prince's brothers, and many other noblemen, along 
with a number of ladies of rank, and an immense 
concourse of the lower order. Dr. Jonas preached 
the funeral sermon from the 4th chapter of Thes- 
salonians, verse 14th, ' K we beheve that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also wiiich sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him.' \Vhen he had 
concluded, the congregation separated, having left 
the body in the church, under the care of the 
ten citizens, who were to guard it during the night. 
On hearing that the body was to be earned to 
Wittemberg, Michael Ccelius gave a discourse next 
morning, taking his text from Isaiah Ivii. verse 1st, 
' The righteous perisheth, and no man laycth it to 
heart, — none considering that the righteous is taken 
away from the evil. He shall enter into peace.' 

" After mid-day, all the persons whom we 
have mentioned, accompanied the body from the 
church through the city and beyond the gate. 
The countrymen, assembled by ringing of bcllsj 
came with their wives and children, with tears in 
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their eyes, to meet the melancholy procession. 
The body was brought to Halle, about five in the 
afternoon, and was met at the gate by the senators 
and clergy. The streets of the city were so 
crowded by the miiltitude, that the procession 
moved on with difficulty. The hour was too late 
for the delivery of a discourse ; but a Psalm (the 
130th,) was given out and sung in solemn har- 
mony by the nimierous assemblage. Early next 
^loming, the senator, clergy, and scholars attended 
the departure of the body. On Monday, the 2Snd^ 
the funeral reached Wittemberg, and was received 
at the gate by the senate, the members of the 
university, and a numerous body of citizens. From 
the gate the procession moved in silent order to 
the church ; the prefect of Wittemberg, with the 
counts of Mansfeld, and their horsemen, leading 
the way. The body followed in a carriage, and 
Luther's wife and family, accompanied by his 
brother James from Mansfeld, were immediately 
behind. Next came the rector of the university, 
and several sons of counts, princes and barons, who 
were students at Wittemberg, Pontanus, Me- 
lancthon, Jonas, Pomeranus, Cruciger, and other 
elderly ecclesiastics; these were succeeded by the 
professors, the senators, the students and the citi- 
zens. An inunense crowd of the inhabitants fol- 
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lowed in the rear. The body was deposited in the 
church, on the right of the pulpit. After the 
singing of hymns, Pomeranus ascended the pulpit, 
and delivered an excellent discourse. When he 
had concluded, Melancthon pronounced a funeral 
oration, which, while it bore affecting marks of 
his personal sorrow, was intended to afford con- 
solation to others, and to alleviate the grief of 
the Church. These melancholy offices being per- 
formed, the body was committed to the earth by 
several members of the university. A stone was 
placed over the grave, with a plain inscription, 
expressive merely of his name and age. A picture 
of Luther, and an epitaph were afterwards affixed 
to the wall, by order of the university." 

Luther was of a large stature ; and had such a 
sharp sight, that few could endure stedfastly to 
look at him. He had a gentle, clear, and persua- 
sive voice; was passionate, but soon appeased. 
He had an imcommon genius, a lively imagination, 
and pious and devout disposition ; a strong tinc- 
ture of melancholy and enthusiasm, and a great 
warmth and impetuosity, which impelled him in 
his controversial writings especially to ridicule his 
enemies, and to use an acrimony of style. He was 
fond of music, and was both a composer and per- 
former; he used to say, ^* It expels melancholy. 
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and puts the devil to flight, who mortally hi 
music." He composed several hymns. He i 
remarkable for his contented disposition ; a littll 
satisfied his wishes ; he had a great contempt* 
for money. 

Nothing could exceed his submissive nesa and 
humility, when a choice was left him, whether to 
1)6 humble or daring ; but when conscience spoke, 
no other consideration was for a moment attendedi 
to, and he certainly did then shate the forest witJ 
his magnificent ire. But if we behold him i 
moment, (to use his own quotation from Scripture^ 
pouring contempt upon princes, and highly r 
against the highest upon earth ; we see him I 
next, in his famihar correspondence, apoor, humblt 
afflicted man, not pufl'cd up with pride at the g 
things he had accomplished ; but rather 
down by a sense of his own unworthiness. As t 
his violence, it was part of his mission to b 
so, as those who lay it to his charge, to b 
blame worthy, seem not to accuse him, bat 
rather Pro^-idence. Not to have been violent^ 
would, to him, not to have appeared in eameat. 
His violence was only verbal, — it was merely thfe'i 
arousing voice to awaken Europe from thei 
lethargy of ages. 

Would we learn whence it was that Luther 
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derived that strength and grace, which made him 
rise superior to the fear of man ? We must behold 
him in his private devotions. The greatest and 
best of men are only great and good through a 
power communicated from above. It is intercourse 
with heaven, that must fit the soldier of the cross 
for action or for suffering. Active duties must be 
intermingled with private prayers, and the diligent 
perusal of the sacred oracles. 

Luther left the little property which he posses- 
sed to his dear Catherina de Bora. She removed 
soon after his death to Torgua, and survived him 
nearly seven yeais. 



We have now come to a termination of our 
labours; and, in bringing this life into notice, 
we have aimed at something higher than to ex- 
press and gratify our admiration of this eminent 
man. The enlightened and exalted mind is a 
brighter manifestation of God than an imiverse. 
We have set forth, as far as lay in our power, the 
abilities, and the praises of an illustrious servant of 
the most high God, that through him, glory may 
redound to the Father of all spirits, the Foimtain 
of all wisdom. Still more ; we believe that the 
courage and \drtue of Luther was imparted, not for 
his sake only, nor for those in his own times, but to 
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awaken in our souls the knowledge that the Lord 
is strong and mighty. Far from regarding him as 
standing alone and unapproachable, we may be 
like him if we but act consistent with our Pro- 
testant character. Where duty calls for our de- 
fending those principles, let us not shrink back as 
cowards. Recollect, God protected Luther, so mil 
he us; "His arm is not shortened that it cannot 
save, nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear;" 
There is no room, therefore, for despondency, 
for this will crush our energies; but we must 
be up and doing. "Work while it is called to 
day, for the night cometh, when no man can work;" 
and again remember, that the shield of Omnipo- 
tence surrounds us ! Therefore, with these thoughts, 
let us " be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might, for to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." Oh yes! that day will soon come, when 
the angel shall proclaim with a loud voice, "Baby- 
lon is fallen ! — is fallen !" There shall break out 
such a sound of harmony as shall fill heaven and 
earth, every tongue, every heart— every harp shall 
be employed in singing praises to the Lamb who 
has overcome the " mystery of iniquities." 



G. Hancock, 55, Alt^ermanbury. 



